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To THz LATE 


RECORDER of N-—, 


Dear SIR, 


5 hin the mortifying Reception 


I gave you, when you did me the 
500 Favour of calling laſt Winter, you 
will wonder to hear from one, whoſe Friend- 


ſhip no doubt by this Time you have totally 


deſpaired of; and if the Reaſons had ſtill ſub- 


ſiſted, upon which my Behaviour at that 


B e Time 


E 


Time was founded, I ſhould have thought it 
a Diſgrace to my Underſtanding, as well as 


Character, to acknowledge the Intimacy and 


Conkdence which united us for more than 


twenty Years, I can imagine what paſſed in 


your Mind at being diſmiſſed with Coolneſs, 
when you expected Comfort, and was oblig- 
ed to retire from the only Asylum. you was 
driven to by the miſtaken Violence of the 
Times. But yod will excuſe me, when 
you take a candid Retroſpect at your own 
Situation and mine, and will love me as 


cordially as ever, when you read this public 
Confeſſion of my Miſtake, which ſhall be 


confirmed, when Buſineſs will permit me 
to make an Excurſion into the North, more 

fully to acquit you of all the Imputations your 
Character has been loaded with. 


The Charge of betraying the convivial 
Pleaſantries of your Friends, eſpecially at 


ſuch a Diſtance of Time, and in ſo critical 


a Juncture, when they were juſt fluſhed with 
the Victory they had gained over the warmeſt 
Zealots for a deſerted Caule, very naturally 

effaced 


_— ZI N * Ads . * A 


effaced the Impreſſions I formerly had of your 
ſocial Virtues, of your Honour, Fidelity and 


Taciturnity, in thoſe Inſtances at leaſt, in 
which it ſeemed to be both your Credit 
| and Intereſt, that you ſhould\ on all Occa- 
ſions be ſecret and faithful. 


It was alledged i in your Behalf, That the 
Words were unguarded, previous t to any Cla- 


mor about their Character, and never meant . 


to engage the Attention of the Kingdom, 
much leſs of all Europe, But when I con- 


| fidered, that the moſt promiſing Syſtem of 
Power that ever was planned, was very near 


being diſconcerted by your Indiſcretion, and 
how well grounded the Suſpicions were be- 
fore, which you, I had almoſt faid, confirmed, 


How was it poſſible I could rank you among 


any other Claſs of Men, than thoſe Roman 
Delatores, with whom I ſhould be ſorry, 
from the Regard every one is allowed to 
have for his own Safety, to compare any 
Perſon that had ever been admitted to the 
leaſt Share in my Confidence. 


B 2 | The 
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| gainſt the Penalties of Law, and without 
| ſuch Security the Right of private Judgment 
1 would be miſerably endangered; there would 
be an End of that Peace and Harmony, 
under which Men of different Defigns and 
| Principles act together ; ; the Power which is 
| founded in a neceſſary Diflimulation would 
be terribly ſhaken, and the beſt intentioned 
Men would be of no Uſe to the Public, 
if the Public ſhould” capriciouſly refuſe to 
wy ſerved in the Manner "ny intend, 


4 72 1 99 
; * 


Toa ſh; "my wErienk; what bubdent Rea- 


complicated Piece of Miſchief that ever Le- 
| pl vity and Inconſideration produced. If you 
lad ſeen the Agitation of your Friends, how 
dittreſfid they were to ſupport the Opinion: 
! of their Conduct and Principles, which it was 
| of ſuch Conſequence to them to eſtabliſh; 
+ how one of them, who is naturally thought- 

ful, exprefſed his Terrors by the moſt ghaſtly 

Image, that ever the Heart of Man ſtamp'd 

upon a Face; bow another laid aſide the 


* Livel 
+ A) Smne ** ** M- ay 4 


[The Hearts of Men are wiſely ſecured a» 


ſon I had to condemn you. It was the moſt 


r & — <b> 14" ve She 


Lively Superciliouſneſs, which till then had 
reſulted from the Conſciouſneſs of his own. 
Weight and Importance, and had no more 


of his uſual Preſence of Mind, than merely 
ſerved the Purpoſe of denying the Charge: 


How a third, juſt arrived at the Summit of p 
his Wiſhes, curſed the Day when he moved 
cout of the Elements of Grammar, to ex- 


poſe himſelf to the unhappy Memories af 


his familiar Friends; you would have ſtood * 
amazed. at the Confuſion you had wrought, 


and would have defeated more effectually, if 
poſlible, than you did, the Conſequences, 


which had you perſiſted, muſt irretrievably 


hve enſued, 


I call it a — Piece m Miſchief, 
becauſe it not only happened at the moſt un- 
favourable Time, but it wounded them in 


the moſt eſſential Part of their Characters. 1 
have already hiated how unfortunately it fell 


out with reſpe& to the Time. They were 


juſt then ſo exceſſively Unpopular, that the 
World was prepared for any the moſt bitter 


LPR . By fr, 


In- 


f 
1 


ul — ———— — 


Inſinuations, that Malice could have forged 
againſt them. 
a Prejudice or Suſpicion entertained, which 


was not of an earlier Date, prior to the En- 
mities they had then created, and therefore 


grounded in ſomething elſe, than that Part 

of their Conduct which had juſt rendered 
them obnoxious. And theſe Suſpicions hav- 
ing prevailed fo univerſally before that Time, 


they operated with. the greater Succeſs, as 


the Public was at a Loſs to impute the 
Changes, which had happened, to any other 
Cauſe, than the different Characters of the 
| Perſons who found i It neceſſary to (cent, f | 


However theſe were till no more chan 


Suſpicions, which Calumny is always as ready 
to vent, as Credulity can be to ſwallow ; which 
might indeed occaſion them to be particu- 
larly watched in a trying Seaſon; 3 but it was 
their Triumph, that not one amongſt all 


their Enemies could, and not one amongſt. 


all their Friends would, juſtify and confirm 


theſe Suſpicions by the expreſs Charge of a 


Matter 


But unluckily there was not 


Inv 


it \ 


rals 
ner 


Matter of Fact: 


to confeſs and ridicule, 


E 
In the Midſt of this Tri- 
umph and Exultation, which naturally flowed 


from a Victory to all A ppearance very com- 


pleat, you ſtepp'd forth, to the ſeeming A- 


mazement of themſelves, rather than of the 


World, with a Fact which a Perſon in any 
other Situation than theirs would have choſen 
rather than be in- 
volved in an Enquiry ſo conſpicuous, which 
whatever the Reſult of it might be, would 
leave a vulgar Prejudice on the Minds of Men, 


that fo much Smoke muſt be'the Effect of 


ſome Fire, 


It was another unlucky Circumſtance in 
Point of Time, that they were juſt then 
involved in the Support of Characters, not 
more unſuſpected than their own; for as if 
it was the Pleaſure of Fortune to diſtreſs her 


Minions, the had connected them with ſome 


of the worſt Men, both in Politicks and Mo- 
rals, that were ever taken into a Political Con- 


nexion. 


Beſides 


{ 4 3 
ks „ Beſides this, the grave Politician before - in 


| | 
mentioned ſaw at that Time the Cloud ga= | an 
thering, which hath ſince burſt with fo | for 
much Vehemence over the Head of his pious | an 
i + Broth Brother, It is true, he could not be charge- | a 
able with the Izfirmities of any Perſon how- cip 
il ever nearly ally'd to him. But as he had | pre 
1 doubtleſs been a great Inſtrument i in the Ex- 
| altation, he could not but apprehend that 
| bimſelf would in ſome Meaſure ſhare in the | Cur 
| Diſgrace of his Brother, though it might | Vo. 
| be occaſioned by Levities peculiar to the to 
[| | | latter. * Aera, fm. of Selen) + | ped 


il The ſecond of the Triumvirate I hinted at Fat 
1 was yet more unfortunately circumſtanced. not 
ll He was ſuppoſed to be juſt then on the Point if Imi 
| of ſhining in a Sphere, from which his Abi. 
lities and Principles would have extended their priv 
Influence to the remoteſt Parts of the Earth, ther 
when this curſed, Accuſation of yours un- help 
ſeaſonably called forth all his native Mo- whe 
deſty, and for the preſent diſconcerted hith | poſe 
Plan, 1 


The 
N 


| 


(+43 71; 
The Third, though diſappointed; was not 


in ſo precarious a Condition, as to apprehend 


any Danger of being cruſh'd. But his Miſ- 
fortune was, that his Patron was embarraſs'd, 
and at a Loſs to account for ſo extraordinary 


a Promotion, inconſiſtent with his own Prin- 


ciples and Profeſſions, and * to his 
great * 


What a Combination of diſtreſsful Cir- 
cumſtances this was, for an Accuſation, like 
yours, to fall in with, they can beſt explain 


| to the Public, whenever they find it expe- 


pedient to make their Appeal. I can ſuppoſe 


| them to have utter'd Execrations againſt 


Fate, againſt you, againſt their Enemies, if 
not againſt the Conſtitution itſelf, which gave 


t Importance to a Charge of this Nature, in 
their nocturnal Meetings, or in their more 
ir | private nocturnal Meditations, when each of 


them had only himſelf to fear. I cannot 
help being ſympathetical on the Subject, 
when I recollect, how horridly my own Re- 


i poſe was interrupted by the ſingle Conſidera- 


1 8 ration 
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tion, that the Time of this Event was fo cri- 
tical, that the only apparent Way of extri- 


1 


cating them was by denying the Fact; a 


Method which, however ſupported by their 
Characters and Conſciences, was fo frequent 
and obſolete, having been practiſed by al- 
moſt all the Innocent and Guilty that e- 
ver fell under an Accuſation, that I was in 
Pain, leſt the capricious Opinion of the World 
ſhould not be fo perfectly ſatisfy'd, as theſe 


Gentlemen, and their Judges, had Reaſon 


to be. 


But the Time of its Appearance was 
far from being the worſt Circumſtance at- 
tending this inauſpicious Charge. The diſ- 
tant Period at which you fix'd it, when they 


firſt enter d the World, and though arriv'd| 
at Years of Maturity, yet were very un- 
experienced in the Ways of Mankind, would] 


have extenuated it in the Caſe of other Men, 
but was in their Caſe confider'd by themſelves, 


as well as Others, in the Light of an Nee | 


: vation, 


Fot 


(0588-71 
eri- For they wiſely reaſon'd thus, If theſe 
etri- | ſhould appear to have been our Profeſſions 
a | ata Time of Life, when we muſt be ſup- 
their | poſed raw in the Arts of Diſſimulation, when 
vent | the Impreſſions of Education had ſtill their 
al- | full Force, and at a jovial Hour, when Wine 
at and Friendſhip are apt to keep up a more 
as in ſtrict Core ſpondence than uſual between Mens 
Hearts and Lips, How. can all our Profeſſions 
to the contrary, at preſent, ever poſſibly gain 
eaſon Credit? Will it not be objected, that we have 
been too long weaned from our youthful 
Simplicity, to profeſs on all Occaſions, our 
rk real Sentiments? That the Zeal by which 
„we have diſtinguiſhed ourſelves in: the Set 
he diſ- FEEL 11 ü 5 | * 
vice of old Friends, who publickly ſcorn 
n they . Ee 1 r 
„che total Converſion we pretend to, is a 
arriv d. LEY , | 1 | 
| ſtronger Evidence of our Intentions, than any 
ry un- „ | 2 1 1 
ne Declarations on our Part; and that theſe In- 
r Men tentions ſeem not a little corroborated by a 
«(a 5 ſtrong Fa&, dated i in the Days of our Inno- 
ae. cence, and concurring with ſo __ 9 
A cions ?- MARY 77 F300” i een 


; | This 
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This made an Affair very alarming to them, 


which in itſelf had only the Appearance of 


being fooliſh and ridiculous. And thoſe 
who cenſure their Conduct for the Steps they 
took, and the Solemnity with which they 


aſſerted their Innocence, are too haſty in judg- | 
ing, and do not make the Allowances they 


ought, for thoſe inward Feelings of Men, 
which are more apt to prompt them to 


Action, [0 than the external Reaſon of 
Things 5 RES 


In the next Place conſider, how bitterly 
they muſt have ſuffer'd from the Scene of 


Action, the Place where you repreſented this 


Love Feaſt to have been held. It was at the 
Houſe of one, who, tho his Character was on 


this Occaſion honourably cleared, labour'd| 
under general Imputations of ſuch a Nature, 


as are ſeldom groundleſs when they are ge- 
neral, and were in his Caſe ſupported by the 
known Tenor of his Life in every Reſpect, 


except only the intimate Friendſhip he en- 


joyed with theſe Gentlemen. I am far from 
mentioning this Circumſtance as a Reproach 


Friend 


to the e of that worthy good Man and 


Aſhes 1 wiſh to reſt in Peace. 


« Man, 
100 


1 
Friend to the Preſent ERabliſkment, who 


I mean no 
more than to juſtify my own Deſertion of 


you, by repreſenting to you, what Anxiety 


dur Friends muſt have felt from every the 
| moſt” minute Particular, 


in the Calumny 
you had rt thrown | out "_m_ 


| them, San l | 1 


ö The Fact itſelf, diveſted of all its Circum- 


ſtances, demanded, and therefote Joſtified a 


thotough Purgation on their Part. Only con- 
fider how theſe” public Patterns of Vittue 
and Decency miſt have been ſhock'd at the 
Charge of ſo dccumulated and deeply rooted 
a Piece of Imtmorality, as that of mutual 
V bs, attended with Libations, and other 


ſtrong Marks of Cordiality, againſt a Conſti- 
tution, which they knew to be founded in the 


natural Rights of Mankind, of which they 
law the Bicflings diffus'd even amongſt their 
own Friends, ee of WARY a ore 


malignant Mind, that ever wore the Maſk of 
There are a thouſand Follies of 
| Youth, 


(88 ] 
Youth, which Men recollect with Pleaſure, 
when they are advanced in Years, but the 
Folly they were accuſed of was ſo mixed 


with Guilt, and ſo aggravated by their Re- 


putation for Underſtanding and Literature, 
that there was never a Piece of Iniquity 
which could have ſo little Pretenſion to ſcreen 
itſelf under the Name of a Frolick. 


If you ſuppoſe them at that Time gently 
;nſpir'd by the Ambition, which hath. fince 
ſwell'd their Minds, the Fact, if we might be 
allowed to ſuppoſe i it true, would be quite un- 
accountable; at leaſt there would but be one 
Way of accounting for it, that they were 
very ſecure. againſt any Delatores, and could 
enter into the Service of the Public with a 
Hefen, of making their Anden and their 


. of; gratifying. {wig one at all Times, 
and modelling the other according to the 
Exigences they were in, till a proper Sea- 
ſon offered of , exerting them with the moſt 
Succels, and to the beſt Advantage. 


But 


4 


119 J 
ure, | But what a profligate Syſtem of Action 10 
the | this, and how alienated from all Conſidera. 
i tions of Virtue and Honour, muſt be the Cha- 
racter that could originally plan ſuch a Scheme, 
and ſucceſsfully execute it | Such a Charac- 
ter would be eaſily reconcileable to an ex- 
purgatory Oath againſt any Charge, were it 
not the Wiſdom of Law, in ſome Caſes, 
that an expurgatory Oath ſhall fully diſ- 
ently | culpate a Character, rather than that the 
fince Character ſhall invalidate the Oath. 


te un-] But the Immorality of the Fact and the 
e one Iniquity of Heart, from which it muſt have 
were || proceeded, had it been true, could only diſ- 
could] credit them with good Men, whoſe Minds 
with a would naturally be diſtracted by anxious Ap- 
0 prehenſions for their Country, if it ever ſnould 
| be obliged to ſubmit to the Influence of ſuch 
Men or ſuch Principles. Good Men are but 
few in Number, ſtudious of Peace, and too 
often patient Yielders to the Proſperity of the 
Wicked. So that their Diſpleaſure could not 
be very formidable to an active, aſpiring Ge- 
nius. 
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nius. But what a F igure muſt Men of their 
Gravity make under this Imputation, in the 
Eyes of Men of Senſe, to whom they had be- 
come reſpectable by their Solemnity, and 
whoſe Eſteem we may ſuppoſe them rather 
more ambitious of, than the Affection of a few 


impotent good Minds ? 


I cannot imagine a more ridiculous Group, 


which your original Account repreſented them, 


ject of Biggots, Fools and Profligates, Try 
this Piece of Humour. by the Rules of good 
Senſe, compare it with any other Levities of 


the preſent Perſons and Character of theſe 
Gentlemen ; ſuppoſe them very ſenſible, as 
undoubtedly they are,. that in their Situation, 
and under their Proſpects, nothing is of ſuch 
Conſequence to them, as that their Characters 
ſhould not be ridiculous; and then imagine 
what they felt, when a mg was cruelly 
raiſed 


than theſe great Genii in the Attitude, in 


warm with Wine and Zeal, offering Incenſe, 
with earneſt Genuflexion, to the great Ob- 


Youth, but above all Things compare it with 


ation, 
* ſuch 
acters 
aagine 
eruelly 
raiſed 


1211 
raiſed, which, amidſt all the Odium it excited 
| againſt them in Men of Probity and public 


Spirit, render d them exceſſively ridiculous to 
Men of Senſe, whaſe Indignation was ftifled 
by the Laughter, which ſo odd, ridiculous, 
mn an-Image ted. 8 


| Thele are the Rafe, * . ne | 
cold unfriendly Reception you had from your 
old Friend in the Time of your Diſtreſs; and 
whilſt I conſider d Things in this Light, you 


could not expect me to deſert all former At- 


tachments, for the Sake of one, who appear'd 
to me a Traitor, an Enemy to the Peace of 8So- 
ciety; one in whoſe Preſence a favourite Paſ- 
fion or Prejudice muſt be bridled with a Force, 
that is painful to an ingenuous Mind: But Tinie 
has done you the Juſtice, which no Repreſen- 
tation of yours could have done; it has plead- 


ed your Cauſe as effeQually, as if your good 
Friend the great Orator had undertaken to 


patroniſe it, when Council was retoim d againſt 
You, f a FOLEY FG F: 3 


'T 1221 1 

I flatter'd myſelf indeed with the Hopes of 
ſeeing you brought to condign Puniſhment 
for aſperſing Characters of ſuch Eminence, fo 
indiſpenſible to the Service of the Public. 1 
heard of warm Reſolutions and Vows of Re- 


venge, portending all the Severity, which Law | 


and Power could inflict, and expected the Sa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing you made an Example and 
Terror to all that have been formerly ho- 
nour'd with the Friendſhip of the Accuſed, and 
: whoſe Memories might prove as. mt Ts as 
2585 101 | 


But t to my great A you no 1 re- 
e than theſe Threats and this Magnilo- 
quence evaporated in Exultations upon the 
Ian; .off the Enquiry, and in opprobriou 
Language againſt, thoſe weak and ignorant 
Minds, that had been miſled to entertain 


the Suſpicion. : Your, Offence, in alledging ij 


Fact which you did not; prove, was treated 
„ rery gently in Compariſon with the Inſolenc 
of thoſe, who hearken'd to the Fact, befor 
Soy had heard the Proof, 


1 ar 


er re- 
znilo- 
a the 
brious 
10rant 
certain 


ging g 
treat aj 
olencl 
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Tam now recover'd from my Surprize; and 
alder the moſt minute Examination of that 


great Event, of the Behaviour of our Friends 
before it, under it, and after it; 


of your Con- 
duct, Confuſion and Prevarication, .compar'd_ 
with your preſent Proſperity, under your new 
Connexions, I ſee what I could not have be- 
lieved from yourſelf or them, that the whole 


was a moſt refined Piece of Policy, dexterouſly 


conducted on their Part, faithfully. ſupported 
on yours, brought to a Criſis in the Manner 
they wiſhed, and a proper Foundation for that 
Petulance of Victory, which, inſtead of point- 
ing at your Ruin, was now naturally directed 
another Way, at the Zealots for ' obnoxious 
Principles, at thoſe who had given Life to 
Suſpicions, which, tho' generally prevailing be- 
fore, were ſeldom vented but in the Confi- 
dence of F "cody and Secrecy, 
pon this View of Things I am authorized 
to receive your Friendſhip, with all the 
Warmth, that Affection for the good old Cauſe, 
for the worthy Patriots of it, and for Jou. can 
poſſibly 


I a4 1 


poſſibly produce. Vour original Indiſcretion 


is not only abſolved, bat from the Uſe you 
made of it, is become ſo meritorious, that I 
congratulate you 6n the ſingular Hopes 
of laying a ſolid Foundation for your fu- 
ture Grandeur, in the Ruins of your Cha- 


bo racter. 


It was hardly poſſible for any of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who have habitaated themſelves to 
the moſt natural Action in Characters aſſum- 
ed on a public Theatre, to have equalled 
the Panic and Confuſion, with which you 
bravely evaded the Evidence of a plain Mat- 
ter of Fact. An Actor by Profeſſion would 
have been in Earneſt, when out of bis Sphere, 
and having ſome Dependence on the Eſteem 


of the Public, would have been very cautious |} 


of diſguiſing himſelf, where the Enquiry was 
ſolemn, and the Matter of it intereſting. But 
you ſo admirably connected the natural Con- 
fuſion, which muſt ariſe on the Occaſion, 

with that artificial Terror, which it was Mat- 
ter of Honour and Fidelity in you to aſſume, 
that tho it was impoſſible to convict you of 

: acting 


„„ 
acting a Part, you acted ſo ſucceſsfully, that, 
haf your Hearers been ever ſo ſtrongly 'pre- 
peſſeſsd in Favour of the Accuſation, not one 
of them could, as they were all Men of the 
higheſt Honour, conclude the ah from your 
Evidence, 


That you had originally laid the Foundation 
for this Enquiry, was too clearly proved to be 
denied. Nor was it the Intereſt of our Friends, 
that you ſhould deny it. It was of more Con- 
ſequence to them to have it retracted, and to 
ſe the only apparent Accuſer they had, pre- 
varicating in ſuch Manner, that his Evidence 
might become void of all Weight and Credi- 
bility, It was beſides more eligible to you, 


and had more the Air of Ingenuity to charge 


yourſelf with a Falſity, utter'd ſix Months 
before, than to be convicted, by the moſt re- 


ſpectable Witneſs, of aggravating your Indiſ- 
Cretion by denying it, 


al this no doubt had been preſſingly urged] 
upon you by thoſe, to whoſe Advice it was 
expedient, that you ſhould reſign yourſelf, 
And 


— — 
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And that you was compleatly reſigned, and 
ready to ratify your Penitence by Reſtitution, 


was manifeſt, when you yourſelf wrote an 


exculpatory Letter to one of Them, at his 
Requeſt and in his Preſence. Certainly this 
Conduct of yours was foreſeen, before the En- 
quiry was ſet on Foot ; for the Enquiry, as I 
am publicly informed, was not ſollicited by 
you, or by any Enemy of theirs, but by thoſe, 
who could moſt avail ae of! it, by them⸗ 
ſelves. 


And here I am ata Lok, after che Encos 
miums due to your noble Diſſimulation, to in- 
vent any that are equal to their conſummate 
Policy. At a Time when their Characters 
ſtood in need of Apologies and Vindications, 
rather than Panegyrics, when the Public was 
alarm'd with Jealouſies and Suſpicions, ap- 
parently too well founded, it was the Contri- 
vance of Minds capable of the deepeſt; Deſigns, 
to exhibit to public View an Accuſation of a 
Fact, very diſtant in Time, ſupported by no 
more than a fingle Witneſs, and his. Teſti 

mony 
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mony ſo well conducted, that it muſt termi- 
nate in the Confuſion, not the Information, of 
the World. 


I cannot agree in Opinion with thoſe who 
conſider the Agitation they were in as Part of 
the Plan. It would have been Folly to have 
put on a Diſguiſe, which paſſed with moſt 


Men for a Mark of ſomething diſtinct from 
Innocence. As they are incapable of Folly, 


it will be very hard to account for it. They 
had no Reaſon to apprehend any Injuſtice 
from their Judges, and appear to have been 
very ſecure from all Conſiſtency or Perſpi- 
cuity in the Evidence of their Accuſer; ſo that 


the beſt Salutation of the Difficulty is furniſh'd 


by Naturaliſts and Enthuſiaſts; for till the 


Terror they were in can be otherwiſe ac- 
counted for, we muſt aſcribe it to occult Qua- 
ties or inward Feelings. 


Four Ex idence having been thus judiciouſly 
defeated by yourſelf, it was Time to ground, 


upon the Weakneſs of this Charge, the Malice 


and Wickedneſs of all the Suſpicions, that 


oy a ben have 


#: 
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bave been entertain d of Characters perfectly 


irreproachable in every Reſpect, both politi- 
cal and moral. There could not be a more 


effectual Way of evincing this, than by pro- 


dueing the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony, and as 
no one was ſo ready or capable of giving this 
Teſtimony, as themſelves, ſo, being naturally 
diffident, and apprehenſive, leſt the Opinion 


of their Veracity ſhould not be ſufficiently 


eſtabliſhed to give Credit to their bare Affir- 
mation, they bravely corroborated their own 
Teſtimony of themſelves by a Proof irreſift= 
able in Law, by taking an Oath. And as 
the Memory of one, who had been united 
with them in Intereſts and Affection, had 
been cruelly diſturbed in the Courſe of this 
uncommon Proſecution, it was found expe- 
pedient, in Juſtice to him, and in farther Vin- 
dication of their own Purity, to ſhew, how 
little Streſs is to be laid upon popular Opini- 
ons, tho ever ſo univerſal, by a voluntary un- 
deniable Teſtimony, that the Man they were 
connected with, was as unexceptionable in his 
political and moral Character, as themſelves, 


No- 


PIES 
Now was the Seaſon for changing their 
Language, and the wiſe Meaſure after ſuch 


a Flow of Succeſs, in Apologies and Vindi- 
cations, was, to pave the Way, if poſſible, 


has Panegyrics, 


In the Enjoyment of theſe I muſt leave 
them, and only repeat my Congratulations 
to you upon your Condu and the Succeſs 
of it. Had you perſevered in the Words, 
which, I may now ſay, fortunately eſcaped 
you, you would have been in a moſt deſpe- 
rate Situation, perpetually reproached with 
Ingratitude to your Friends, with betraying 
innocent Levities, which might ariſe from 
the Chearfulneſs and Good-humour with 
which Wine and Friendſhip are uſually at- 
tended ; you would have been perſecuted in 
your Profeſſion, would have been diſtruſted 
where-ever the Influence of thoſe Gentle- 
men extended ; Men who had no Merit of 
their own, would have made a Merit of 
throwing out Reproaches againſt you; all 
the Venom of a Set, who forty Years be- 

E fore 


no Alteration in your Favour, 
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fare eſteem'd it Virtue and public Spirit to 
diſturb the Peace of the Government, would 
now have been ſhot at you for interrupting 
the Peace of theſe good Subjects, Eyen if the 
Fa Ct had proved true, it would have made 


for the ac- 
knowledged Merit and Virtues of theſe Gen- 
tlemen muſt have prevailed, and conſe- 


quently you muſt have been infallibly 
cruſh'd. The only Way you could poſſibly 
have to extricate yourſelf was that which 
you happily embraced, of becoming your- 
ſelf the Evidence of your own Falſhood. 


A diſmal Condition this for a Man of de- 


licate Honour, and one fo vain of his for- 


mer Connections, as to expoſe them rather 


than not diſplay them, to be left Friend- 
leſs and out of all Confidence, except with 
the few, who might have approved of an ob- 


ſtinate Perſeverance in Spite of Promiſes and 
Threats, who might have thought an uniform 
CharaQter more honourable than a prudent 
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one. Whereas you are now in the happy 
State of untainted Innocence: Your Crime 
is expunged; your ſuppoſed Enemies never 
mention your Name; you are deſpiſed in- 
deed by thoſe few, but their Contempt is at 
preſent an Omen of Proſperity; you have 
the Comfort of being conſcious, that you 


have done Service to the Cauſe which you 


ſeem'd to w ound ; and tho? you ſhould here- 
after meet with any Mark of Contempt from 
ſome prudent Perſon in Connection with 


them, you may reſt aſſured chat he too 1s in 


Charity with you, and only reſtrained by 
Decency and the Appearance of Things, from 
paying you thoſe Honours publicly, which 
in his private Opinion you have amply me- 
rited, and from conferring the Reward, 
to which your Taciturnity would have'been 


| intitled, upon a Loquacity ſo wiſely directed 


and ſo abundantly atoned for, 


It would demand a "whole Life of 


true Merit to arrive at the Credit, which 
you have drawn from this ſingle Event. You 


rightly 
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rightly judged that it was an Event of ſuch 
Importance, that all the Power and Figure 


of your Friends, and the great Deſigns they 
have for their Country, depended on it. They 


will convince you how well you judged, 


when at a diſtant Period of Time, when the 


Caſe is notquite ſo recent, they ſhower down 
the Favours upon you, in the Fulneſs of 


their Power, which now they can only ven- 


ture to communicate thro' faithful Friends, 
The Public will then ſee Things in their true 
Light, and honour all that have contributed 
in any Degree towards the Syſtem of Things 
then prevailing ; all that have been wiſe 


enough to deſpiſe the Infamy of ſaying and 


unſaying, of prevaricating and confounding, 
when brought in Competition with the 
Merit of reſcuing great Names from the Jaws 
of Calumny. It was a falſe Zeal rather than 


Malice or Perfidy, that moved you to lament 
that ſuch Men or their Principles ſhould be 


predominant. You have ſeen your Error, 


and amply atoned for it, by doing 060 Part 


ave the 


towards their Stability; and you 
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unanimous Thanks of thoſe, who have now 


mote Reaſon chan ever, to hope for better 
Times. 


1 15 uſed the Freedom which was 
e reciprocal between us, flattering 
myſelf it might have the Effect of reſtoring 
me to the ſame Share in your Affection, to 
which you are reſtored in mine. As a far- 
ther Mark of my Zeal and Regard for your 


Welfare, permit me to conclude with a fa- 
miliar Word of Advice, 5 


| You are at felt exalted in Credit and 
Efteem ; but your Glory is not of a more 
permanent Nature, than that of Men who 
riſe to Fame by great Actions. Envy and 
Faction will ſoon be in Arms againſt you, 
when they diſcover, that the Diſappoint- 
ment they have ſo much Reaſon to regret, 


was the Work of Art and Deſign, Let your 


Armour be Silence and Reſerve. Whatever 
you remember, keep it concealed i in your 
Breaſt, For tho' you have in great Meaſure 

loſt 


($1 


loſt the Power of giving your Teſtimony, 


yet it is poſſible for an unguarded Word of 
yours to alarm all the Courts in Europe, and 
to engroſs the Attention of this Kingdom, 

as if the Happineſs, or even tlie Exiſt- 
ence of it, depended upon the Support 
of two or r three private Characters. 


| Beſides, you will obliterate the great 
Merit for which you now are applauded, 
for as it was the Plan to have your 
Prevarication confider'd as equivalent to 
| Teſtimony, or at leaſt as a Vindication 
from that particular Charge, conſider the 
Confuſion into which you will throw 
our Friends, by ever repeating and con- 
ficming it; and how ridiculous a Figure 
they will make, in caſe they ſhould be 
unſupported, . and the great Things that 
are expected from them by your pre- 
ſent Patrons ſhould not take Place; 
in Caſe eher Syſtem ſhould prevail, 
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and He, who cannot do Wrong, ſhould, 


to ſecure his Intereſt, entruſt them to 


none but ſuch, as are of acknowledged 
ORIGINAL Fidelity to HIM. 


I am your, &c. 


—— parry 
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